
 Employee Awareness Statement for California Penal Codes 
 

 
California Law requires all hospital employees to sign statements acknowledging that they are aware of 
their responsibilities with regard to section 11166 of the California Penal Code and Section 15630 of the 
California Welfare and Institutions Code, and to comply with the state obligations. 
 
Sections 11166  (Child Abuse) of the Penal Code requires any child care custodian, medical practitioner or 
employee of a child protective agency who has knowledge of or observes a child in his/her professional 
capacity or within the scope of  his/her employment who he/she knows or reasonable suspects has been the 
victim of child abuse to report the suspected instance of child abuse to a child protective agency 
immediately or as soon as practically possible by telephone and to prepare and send a written report thereof 
within 36 hours of receiving the information concerning the incident. 
 
Section 15630 (Elder Abuse) of the Welfare and Institutions Code requires any elder of dependent adult 
care custodian, health practitioner, or employee of a county adult protective services agency or a local law 
enforcement agency who is in his/her professional capacity or within the scope of his/her employment, 
wither has observed and incident that reasonably appears to be physical abuse, has observed a physical 
injury where the nature of the injury, its location on the body or the repetition of the injury, clearly 
indicates that physical abuse had occurred, or is told by an elder or dependent adult that he/she has 
experienced behavior constituting physical abuse, shall report the known or suspected instance of physical 
abuse wither to the long-term care coordinator or to a local law enforcement agency when the physical 
abuse is alleged to have occurred in a long-term care facility, or to their county adult protective services 
agency or to a local law enforcement agency when the physical abuse alleged to have occurred anywhere 
else, immediately or as soon as possible, by telephone and to prepare and send a written report thereof 
within 36 hours. 
 
Section 11160-1163 (Suspected Violent Injuries/Suspected Domestic Violence Injuries) of the Penal 
Code requires reporting of any cases of patients with physical injuries caused by violence. Any health 
practitioner employed in a health facility, clinic, or physicians office who is in his/her professional capacity 
or within the scope of his/her employment, provides medical services for physical condition to a patient 
whom he/she knows or reasonably suspects is a person describe as follows, shall immediately make a 
report of: 
 

1. Any person suffering from any wound or other injury inflicted by his/her own act or inflicted by 
another where the injury is by means of a firearm. 

2. Any person suffering from any wound or other physical injury inflicted upon the person where the 
injury is the result of assault or abusive conduct. 

 
This report shall be made to a local law enforcement agency as follows: 
 

1. A report by telephone shall be made immediately or as soon as practically possible. 
2. A written report shall be prepared and sent to a local law enforcement agency within two working 

days of receiving the information regarding the person. 
 
I certify that I have read and understand this statement and will comply under these laws. Furthermore, I 
understand that I may be fully prosecuted by the State under these Penal Codes for failure to comply with 
the law. 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Name (please print) 
 
_____________________________________________                           ________________________ 
Signature                                                                                                     Date 
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